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NEWSPAPER IN FLANDERS,  OCT. 21TH 

"SO OFTEN TEENS DO HOMEWORK WITH AI: “A NOVICE TEACHER?
SHE JUST DOESN'T NOTICE IT"
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Zo vaak maken tieners huiswerk 

met AI: “Een beginnende 

leerkracht? Die ziet dat gewoon 

niet” | Het Nieuwsblad

https://www.nieuwsblad.be/cnt/dmf20241018_95420732
https://www.nieuwsblad.be/cnt/dmf20241018_95420732
https://www.nieuwsblad.be/cnt/dmf20241018_95420732
https://www.nieuwsblad.be/cnt/dmf20241018_95420732


NEWSPAPER IN FLANDERS,  OCT. 21TH "SO OFTEN TEENS DO HOMEWORK
WITH AI: “A NOVICE TEACHER? SHE JUST DOESN'T NOTICE IT"

• “It's more widespread than many parents think, and students are more adept at it than

many people realize.”

• “Talking about AI is not really done here in my school”

• “ I've also been caught once , I was just super lazy then, but I don't want that kind of 

situation anymore”

• “If you handle it right, though, they can never see that”

• “At school, they're not necessarily against it. There they often say, 'Better have it checked

by ChatGPT instead of submitting it full of mistakes.'”

• “I have dyscalculia. Math questions I don't understand I submit to AI to explain me”

• “If I have a test the next day and I haven't learned anything or summarized anything, I ask

AI to summarize my course quickly and simple”

• “I do double check often, because it does happen that AI just says wrong things”

• “For creative courses, AI then gave me a rough idea, and then I started looking everything

up separately.”
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VISION ON 

GENERATIVE

AI SYSTEMS



WHAT IS OUR VISION ON GENERATIVE AI 
SYSTEMS?

@Ghent University

▪ The use is not prohibited

▪ Responsible and ethical use 

is supported

@FBW

▪ Extra classmate
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UGENT VISION ON GENERATIVE AI SYSTEMS
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Education and examination code AY23-24 AY 24-25  

https://www.ugent.be/student/en/class-exam-exchange-intern/class-exam/education-examination-code/oeren20232024.pdf
https://www.ugent.be/student/en/class-exam-exchange-intern/class-exam/education-examination-code/oeren20242025.pdf


“RESPONSIBLE AND ETHICAL USE”
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Violation of privacy

Unreliability

Bias

Impact on learning

Large ecological 

footprint

Loss of human 

connection

Breach of 

(scientific) 

integrity

Infringement of 

copyright

Be mindful when using generative-AI tools such as ChatGPT. Know that you are always

responsible for how you work with these tools and what you do with the tools' output.



“RESPONSIBLE AND ETHICAL USE”
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Generative AI - Educationaltips(ugent.be)

https://onderwijstips.ugent.be/en/tips/chatgpt-een-generatief-ai-systeem-met-impact-op-he/#ImpactonEducation


GUIDELINES

AND 

SUPPORT



GHENT UNIVERSITY GUIDELINES
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Generative AI - Educationaltips(ugent.be)

https://onderwijstips.ugent.be/en/tips/chatgpt-een-generatief-ai-systeem-met-impact-op-he/#ImpactonEducation


FACULTY GUIDELINES

Focus on written tasks such as bachelor and master’s 

dissertation
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Master’s dissertation @FBW 

https://www.ugent.be/bw/en/for-students/curriculum/master-dissertation/writtendissertation


UNIVERSITY-WIDE SUPPORT

Both students and educators need solid foundational 

knowledge to use AI effectively. 

1) Learning paths

‒ For students: Generative AI for Students: From 

Concepts to Creation

‒ For teachers: Generative AI for teachers: 

Concepts, Creations and Classroom Practice
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https://ufora.ugent.be/d2l/le/discovery/view/course/1086136
https://ufora.ugent.be/d2l/le/discovery/view/course/1086136
https://ufora.ugent.be/d2l/le/discovery/view/course/1119621
https://ufora.ugent.be/d2l/le/discovery/view/course/1119621


UNIVERSITY-WIDE SUPPORT

Both students and educators need solid foundational 

knowledge to use AI effectively. 

2) Lunch and learn sessions

University-wide sessions where lecturers from diverse 

faculties discuss how they incorporate generative AI into 

their teaching and research practice.
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Use generative AI for your own purposes

(research, teaching…)

Education with generative

AI

Education about

generative AI



UNIVERSITY-WIDE SUPPORT

Both students and educators need solid foundational 

knowledge to use AI effectively. 

3) Taskforce

There is a working group consisting of educational 

developers from the 11 faculties and the central service, 

focusing on generative AI.
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FACULTY SUPPORT

• Faculty-led inspiration session (spring 2024)

15Inspiratiesessie: https://www.ugent.be/bw/nl/voor-lesgevers/gai-fbw/gai-fbw

Title Speaker

Critically dealing with ChatGPT: assessing an AI-generated answer as an

exam question for students to 'correct/discuss'

Bruno De Meulenaer (food chemistry)

Generative AI as an extra student in the classroom Wim Cornelis (soil physics)

ChatGPT versus data: let students discover for themselves that AI is not a 

fact machine

Carl Lachat (food and nutrition

epidemiology)

Prompt engineering for quick and objective rubrics Florence Van Herreweghen (teaching 

assistant)

You can test GPT-4 during the break

Ignoring is not an option: make agreements and explain why Jan Verwaeren (programming)

Teaching research methods with AI as a private tutor Michaël de Clercq (teaching assistant)

ChatGPT: a help in creating exam questions? Jan Baetens (mathematics)

How do students use generative AI and what are their expectations of 

teachers?

Emma Willaert & Helena Van Tichelen 

(StuBio – students)

Reflect on the impact on your Course sheet (official UGent course 

description including learning objectives, content, evaluation)

Janis Baeten (faculty support on 

education)

https://www.ugent.be/bw/nl/voor-lesgevers/gai-fbw/gai-fbw


FACULTY SUPPORT

• Faculty-led workshops on generative AI literacy 

among teachers
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WRITTEN

TASKS



Should we continue requiring a master’s dissertation in a 

world where AI can generate content?
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FACULTY DISCUSSIONS
The answer is YES we should still require a bachelor & master dissertation

Reasons?

̶ Competences: to carry out scientific research in a proper way.

refer to: Master dissertation course sheet I001481

̶ @FBE:  international literature review in domain (concise writing), 

experimental setup,  critical discussion of the results, propose (partial) 

solutions and reflection

̶ @FBE : good guidance & interaction between promotor-tutor-student

̶ @FBE: presented and defended orally before a jury

Changes to be made @FBE ?  evaluation? 

̶ It has been discussed (handleiding_masterproef_herbekijken.pdf)

̶ Conclusion: keep it the way it is
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https://studiekiezer.ugent.be/2024/studiefiche/en/I001481
https://onderwijstips.ugent.be/media/uploads/handleiding_masterproef_herbekijken.pdf


WAT BEOORDEELD 

DOOR

Huidig 

AANDEEL

Voorstel 

nieuw  

AANDEEL

Proces Promotor 30% 30%

Masterproefrapport 2 

leescommissariss

en

40% 30%

Mondelinge 

verdediging:

- Presentatie

- Beantwoorden 

vragen

Voltallige jury 30%

- 10%

- 20%

40%

- 10%

- 30%
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FBW-UGent CKO March April 2023 - ADVIES SCOREVERDELING MASTERPROEF 2024

Slagen voor elk onderdeel! Voorstel NIET weerhouden - Keep as it



DID STUDENTS USE GENERATIVE AI IN THEIR 
AY 23-24 MASTER DISSERATATION? 

Conclusion informal questionnaire 

̶ 83% of students used GenAI tools while writing their thesis

̶ Most-used tool: ChatGPT

‒ Mainly as a writing assistant (correcting errors, rephrasing, translations).

‒ Also used for code generation/improvement and as a search engine.

̶ Supervisors observed more fluent writing and fewer language errors.

̶ Impact on student scores without GenAI is difficult to determine.

Points of Attention (Students)

̶ Confidential information: Limitation on the use of GenAI ! 

̶ Acknowledgement of inaccurate information from ChatGPT: use critically!

̶ Language complexity of GenAI texts: sometimes too advanced or archaic.
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FACULTY GUIDELINES MASTER DISSERTATION AY 24-25

FBE  (Faculty of Bio-science Engineering) Guidelines
̶ “Go through the UFORA learning path ‘Generative AI for Students: From concepts 

to creation’ so that you are well-informed about what you can, may, and want to do 

with generative artificial intelligence (GAI) in your master’s dissertation.”

̶ Fill in a “AI usage template”

̶ Gen AI tools 'not to be cited as a reference’ because not reproducible, no reliable

'source'

Other UGent faculties?
̶ e.g. Faculty of  Sciences 

➔More detailed: GenAI in Master's dissertation (sharepoint.com)
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https://ufora.ugent.be/d2l/le/discovery/view/course/1086136
https://ufora.ugent.be/d2l/le/discovery/view/course/1086136
https://www.ugent.be/bw/en/for-students/curriculum/master-dissertation/writtendissertation
https://ugentbe.sharepoint.com/sites/WE/SitePages/en/GenAI-in-de-Masterproef.aspx?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8TWlla2UuVXl0dGVuZGFlbGVAVUdlbnQuYmV8YjM5NDFkYWY2Zjc4NDg2YWJlOGEwOGRjZTgyZTQ1MjF8ZDc4MTFjZGVlY2VmNDk2YzhmOTFhMTc4NjI0MWI5OWN8MXwwfDYzODY0MDUzMjYyMDA1MzQ4MXxVbmtub3dufFRXRnBiR1pzYjNkOGV5SldJam9pTUM0d0xqQXdNREFpTENKUUlqb2lWMmx1TXpJaUxDSkJUaUk2SWsxaGFXd2lMQ0pYVkNJNk1uMD18MHx8fA%3d%3d&sdata=enJIdUptTk9qZG4vK2EzUmpnQ3UxeEl6NS9FMmN1U3lHWHhyWHBDa01ndz0%3d


IMPACT ON 

TEACHING & 

LEARNING



Today: AI complements the professor as a tutor.

Future: Will professors become assistants to AI tools?
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IMPACT ON TEACHING AND LEARNING
̶ For students a 'no brainer’ ➔ digital natives 

̶ Skepticism and concerns by lecturers about the self-sufficiency of students, 

especially amidst pressures and insecurities within Generation Z.

̶ Critical reflection, analytical thinking, and independent problem-

solving remain core educational values at UGent.

̶ Responsibility and integrity : Being accountable for one’s actions and

commitments - Being truthful in all academic endeavors and valuing

contributions of others are important academic values
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IMPACT ON TEACHING AND LEARNING
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“The lack of that knowledge and digital skills could potentially lead to a 

bigger gap between groups that are beginners or experts. The experts 

can work better with AI tools because of their already acquired knowledge, 

which allows them to grow further as AI Elite users, while the beginners 

can lose further ground due to poor prompts and insufficient critical 

thinking. This Matthew effect, where the strong become stronger and the 

weak weaker, can also be observed in student groups.”



FUTURE PLANS

Designing a digital skills learning line in our study programmes 

+ integrating GenAI in courses

Already 'early adopters'

e.g. Faculty-led inspiration session (spring 2024)

refer to example of Nutrition Epidemiology : "ChatGPT versus data: 

let students discover for themselves that AI is not a fact machine"

➔ promoting 'reflection' on outcomes 

➔ need 'knowledge context' for interpretation !
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CONCLUSIONS

̶ Core knowledge and skills are still essential, but Gen 

AI is there to stay! 

̶ Implementing generative AI is a challenging & gradual 

process needing learning trajectories and considering 

ethical concerns.

̶ Generative AI forces a re-evaluation of education 

fundamentals: curiosity, critical thinking, and integrity.

̶ Look forward to open discussion on unresolved 

issues and comparing approaches at other institutions.
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Prof. dr. ir. Mieke Uyttendaele
Director of education/internationalization

 
in collaboration with Evelyne de Caluwé
Educational Developer

Faculty of Bio-Science Engineering, Ghent University

 Mieke.Uyttendaele@ugent.be

 Evelyne.decaluwe@ugent.be

www.ugent.be/bw/en/education

www.ugent.be

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

http://www.ugent.be/bw/en/education


GROUP 

DISCUSSION



Does your institute explicitly allow (or explicitly forbid) the use of Generative AI tools in 

writing (or programming) tasks in Bachelor’s or Master's programs, and why? 

Or is there no GenAI policy?
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Do you know if (or which proportion of) students actively use GenAI tools in learning or 

report writing? 

Which GenAI tools? 

And how or for which purpose they use these GenAI tools? 

Do you have (detailed or vague) instructions, recommendations, or ideas on how students 

might use GenAI responsibly? 
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Do you work on improving ‘GenAI-literacy’ of your lecturers or teaching 

assistants? 

Do you provide training, information or support to your teaching staff 

about which GenAI tools exist, how to use them smart for preparing 

course notes, presentations (or exams) or how they can be used or 

integrated in (a different kind of) teaching approach? 
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