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Evolved over time 

• Lans, T., Blok, V., & Wesselink, R. (2014). Learning Apart Together: Towards an 
Integrated Competence Framework for Sustainable Entrepreneurship in Higher 
Education. Journal of Cleaner Production, 62, 37-47.

• Ploum, L., Blok, V., Lans, T., & Omta, O. (2018). Toward a validated competence 
framework for sustainable entrepreneurship. Organization & environment, 31(2), 
113-132.

• Nowadays: GreenComp as counterpart to EntreComp (2022); but not integrated!!



Bianchi, G., Pisiotis, U. and Cabrera Giraldez, M., GreenComp The European sustainability

competence framework, Punie, Y. and Bacigalupo, M. editor(s), EUR 30955 EN, Publications Office 

of the European Union, Luxembourg, 2022, ISBN 978-92-76-46485-3, doi:10.2760/13286, 
JRC128040.





Patzeld & Shepherd, 2010
(Patzelt & Shepherd, 2010)



Revised model of opportunity 
recognition for sustainable development

Ploum et al. (2018). Exploring the relation between individual moral 
antecedents and entrepreneurial opportunity recognition for sustainable 
development. Journal of Cleaner Production, 172, 1582-1591.

Ploum et al. (2018). Exploring the relation between individual moral 
antecedents and entrepreneurial opportunity recognition for sustainable 
development. Journal of Cleaner Production, 172, 1582-1591.



Culture:
- Embracing diversity and 
interdisciplinary
- Interpersonal

Team:
- Interpersonal 

Sustainable businesses development and use of 
competencies (most recent work 2023)

Vision:
- Normative

Transformative
potential:
-Foresighted thinking
-System thinking

Partnerships:
- Strategic action 

Financing:
- Normative

Stakeholders:
- System thinking

Transparency:
- Foresighted 
thinking

Value proposition:
- Normative
- Strategic action

Product/Service:
- System thinking

Side effects:
- Foresighted thinking
- System 
Thinking

Standards:
- Strategic action

DIN SPEC 90051-1 consortium (2021): Sustainability assessment of start-ups – The application tool of the DIN SPEC 90051-1 Specification. 
A manual for investors and capital providers, start-ups, start-up supporters and assessment institutions



Competence scan for individual reflection

• Sustainable Entrepreneurship Scan (SES) developed

• Guiding instructions for reflection 

• 5 times per year a coach meeting 



So what?

• Importance in light of sustainable venture development

• BUT, mostly for personal development 

• How can you become that sustainable entrepreneur you want to 
become?


