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“I AM MORE INTERESTED IN THE FUTURE THAN IN THE PAST, 
BECAUSE I INTEND TO LIVE IN IT.“ 

Albert Einstein (1879-1955)



„The world needs visionary people and 
makers for change.”

“BOKU:BASE gives them the required tools 
at hand.“

Alexander Van der Bellen, 
Federal President of Austria



UNIPRENEURSHIP 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND UNIVERSITIES

global 
societal

challenges
St ra t e gic  Gu id e line s

 Entwicklungsplan
 Leistungsvereinbarung

Fostering an 
entrepreneurial 

mindset 

 Development of
entrepreneurial skills
and competencies

 Targeted use of
scientific findings

 Creation of adequate
framework conditions
and infrastructure

Active shaping and 
implementation of expert 
knowledge as a necessity



EDUCATION & 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

RESEARCH &
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

LABS & 
INFRASTRUCTURE

BOKU:BASE
BOKU ACTIVITIES SUPPORTING ENTREPRENEURSHIP



EDUCATION & SD

Visibility and coordination in the field of
education at BOKU

Development of educational offers and 
additional qualifications (e.g. certificates)

Networking, access to competitions and 
grants

Support and facilitation for students along the process

Michael Ambros



RESEARCH & IP

Advice and development of exploitation 
and IP strategies with / for spin-off/out 
(Contract drafting)

Networking with advisory and funding 
institutions, investors and Partners from 
business and society

Screening, advice and coaching for 
researchers and employees interested in 
starting a business

Accompanying researchers from the start-up idea to the maturity phase

Michaela  Amstötter-Visotschnig



LABS & INFRASTRUCTURE

Laboratories and premises
Further development of infrastructure

Commercial framework

Awareness Safety 
(First aid, occupational safety)

Support for spin-offs and start-ups in everday business

Doris Schmidt



ENTREPRENEURIAL EDUCATION & SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Support and facilitation for students

Michael Ambros

Christian Malecki

Ronja Schwelch



EDUCATIONAL OFFER – COURSES
• All levels:

• Bachelor
• Master
• PhD / Dr

• Languages:
• German
• English



EDUCATIONAL APPROACH
• Knowledge

 the basic “toolbox” to 
found and manage a 
company or project

• Skills

 how to apply the tools

• Attitudes

 entrepreneurial mindset

 motivation & 
sustainability drive



CURRICULAR INTEGRATION 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP AS TRANSVERSAL THEME
• Bachelor
 knowledge and skills
 case studies, simulation / gamification

• Master
 entrepreneurial mindset and personality
 motivation & sustainability drive
 own idea, competitive environment

• Doctorate/PhD
 intellectual property & patenting
 research-based, science to market

certificate for 
12 ECTS flagged 

„entrepreneurship“
[micro-credential]

elective or 
compulsory elective

6 ECTS module / 
courses



EDUCATION ACTIVITY EXAMPLES
• Inter-university courses:

• Sustainability Challenge
- Start-up Track
- Service-Learning Track

• Events
• Joint Forces

• Start-up Day, Workshops

• Youth Entrepreneurship Week



STUDENT START-UPS

Hör' mal wer die Welt 
verändert

• High diversity of 
start-up teams:

• food
• (bio)tech
• services
• climate
• …

• Founding company 
or prototyping 
or test run



SUCCESS STORIES
“Hat and Stem” – Hut & Stiel

• GmbH (Ltd) founded in 2015

• production and distribution of mushrooms 
cultivated on coffee grounds 
from Viennese cafés & canteens

• product and service offer (workshops) 

• circular business model, 
b2b and b2c

• high-protein food 
at very low carbon footprint



Spin-off/out Agrobiogel

• biohydrogel – saving irrigation water and 
protecting crops from droughts.

• it took about 3 years from the invention 
to the spin-off

• was selected as the best Austrian spin-off in 2021

• has received several national and international grants 

https://youtu.be/RQ2KHR20FnM

SUCCESS STORIES

https://youtu.be/RQ2KHR20FnM


European Partnership 
for an Innovative Campus 
Unifying Regions

[…] building bridges 
between the local 
societies and 
entrepreneurial 
ecosystems […]

https://epicur.education/

EPICUR ERASMUS+ UNIVERSITY

https://epicur.education/


• 30 students

• 2nd cohort

• 1 week in presence

• outstanding
feedback

• insightful posts on 
social media from
participants

EPICUR 
ENTREPRENEURIAL SUMMER SCHOOL



• knowledge, skills
and attitude

• tech-offers from
KIT and BOKU

• personal 
development

• formal and informal
learning settings

EPICUR 
ENTREPRENEURIAL SUMMER SCHOOL



EPICUR 
ENTREPRENEURIAL SUMMER SCHOOL



FOEBE ERASMUS+ PROJECT
FOstering Entrepreurship for the BioEconomy

[…] equipping bioeconomy students 
with sustainable entrepreneurship skills 
to speed up the European expansion 
of the bioeconomy sector […]



FOEBE SUMMER SCHOOL
• online modules and 

week in presence

• 2022 Bologna, 
June 2023 Warsaw

1. Introduction to the bioeconomy

2. Accelerated entrepreneurship

3. Design thinking, creativity and 
innovative products

4. Knowledge management

5. Business management and finance

6. Leadership and execution

7. Marketing

8. Digitalization and the bioeconomy



FOEBE ONLINE COURSE

• online modules



GET IN TOUCH

base.boku.ac.at
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